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LA  MACH iNE
iN T O U LO U S E

In November 2018, Asterion, a minotaur that weighs 47 tonnes 
and is 13 metres tall attracted more than 900,000 people onto 
the streets of Toulouse.
After having explored the streets of Yokohama, Ottawa and 
Liverpool…the performance machines belonging to the Compagnie 
La Machine are settling in Toulouse. Committed to supporting 
urban projects and the transformation of old districts with a distinct 
industrial heritage, the company officially opened the Halle de 
La Machine on 9th November 2018. 
Located in the Montaudran district of Toulouse, this cultural and 
tourist attraction infrastructure is working in partnership with 
Toulouse Métropole to redevelop the former French Aéropostale 
runway and is part of a more extensive project: the “Piste des 
Géants”  (the Giants’ Runway).

Le Minotaure in the labyrinthe in Toulouse as part of the show by the Compagnie La Machine and
François Delaroziere: The Guardian of the Temple – 1st November 2018
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FRANÇOiS 
DELAROZiERE
aND THE 
COMPAGNIE 
LA MACHINE

A graduate of the Ecole des 
Beaux-Arts in Marseille, François  
Delaroziere teamed up with the 
Compagnie Royal de Luxe in 
1983 and supported them until 
2005 whilst also working on his 
own projects.

These included the design 
and build of the Giant, the 
Rhinoceros, the Little Giant, the 
Giraffes and the Little Giantess.

In 1999 he founded the La 
Machine association which 
focused its energies on the 
creation of theatre sets, carousel 
and performance machines.

François Delaroziere is 
the artistic director of the 
Compagnie, as well as 
scenographer and stage director, 
and is constantly exploring the 
art of machines in movement 
and the ability they have to 
generate an emotional response 
in those viewing them.

“TO BUILD AN OBJECT IN 
MOTION, IS TO CREATE 
LIVING ARCHITECTURE.  
MOVEMENT IS THE 
EXPRESSION OF LIFE.
We perform street theatre and explore 

street-based action performance. The 

scenes are played out in locations used 

on a daily basis by the inhabitants of the 

city, precisely where they don’t expect to 

see it. We seek to surprise, overwhelm 

the spectator and so through street 

art we are able to consider a collective 

imagining, a federator of dreams ».

-------------
François Delaroziere
Artistic Director of Compagnie La Machine
 and Halle de La Machine.

François Delaroziere ©Martin Portes  - 2022 7



COMPAGNIE 
LA MACHiNE

-------------

DEVELOPERS AND CREATORS
OF LIVING PERFORMANCE

Founded in 1999 and directed by François Delaroziere, 
the street theatre company La Machine came about 
as a result of the collaboration of performance artists, 
technicians and decorators interested in the creation of 
atypical performance objects. 
To create these objects the company acquired two 
workshops, one in Nantes and the other in Tournefeuille.
Humans and their skill and expertise are the essence of 
the creative process.
Many different trades are involved in this process, ranging
from performance to art-based professions, and including
industry and cutting-edge technologies: carpenters, 
designers, painters, engineers, sculptors…

At the heart of the artistic approach adopted by the 
Company La Machine is the notion that movement is 
interpreted as a language, as a source of emotion. Each of
the living architectural pieces is an opportunity to dream
the towns and cities of tomorrow and thereby transform
our view of our urban environments.

Creating the Minotaur’s bust (lime wood) in the workshop in Nantes
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LA MACHiNE
     PERFORMANCES
Le GRaND RÉPeRTOiRe
-----------------
Création : 2004
An exhibition-performance with which the Compagnie La Machine marked the 
emergence of François Delaroziere as scenographer.

Performances in France : Nantes, Calais, Toulouse, Marseille, Paris (Grand Palais) -700,000 people

La sYMPHONie MÉCaNiQUe
-----------------
Creation : 2004

Each performance is unique depending on the
town where it is taking place. The two enormous 
spiders, their operators, the musicians, come 
together, collide and reconcile with each other 
to create images that transforms a relationship 
with a metamorphosed urban environment.

Creation 2008, Liverpool (European Capital of
Culture)   --------------------------    350,000 people

2009, Yokohama (150th anniversary of the 
opening of Japan internationally) 600,000 people

2011, Reims (Inauguration of the new tramway
and 800th anniversary of the cathedral)

The Symphony is born of the 
interaction
between the machinists and classical
musicians: the world of music collides 
with the mechanical sounds of the 
recorder pressure
cooker, the toppled piano… to produce 
a work
that is in a constant state of creation.

Performances in France, Belgium, 
Spain, the Netherlands and Taïwan

Les MÉCaNiQUes savaNTeS
-----------------
Creation : 2008

Le DîNeR DeS PeTiTes MÉcaNiQUeS
-----------------
Creation : 2010
The dining table and conviviality are at the heart 
of this performance, which also features unique 
Masters of Ceremony, each operating machines 
and small mechanisms with great dexterity. 
Combined with the inventiveness of a master 
chef, this performance blends gastronomy, 
conviviality and engineering!

Performances in France : Abbaye de Fontevraud, 
Calais, Toulouse, Paris

L'ÉxpÉDiTiON VÉGÉTaLe
-----------------
Creation : 2010
The Aéroflorale II is a new generation flying greenhouse that 
travels around the world collecting plants. At each of its stop-
overs, its team of scientists presents their latest discoveries in 
the field of phytovoltaics.

Performances in France, Belgium, Germany, Italy, Argentina, 
Chili and Canada.

The horse-dragon Long Ma Jing 
Shen came into being in 2014 as 
part of the celebrations marking the 
50th anniversary of Franco-Chinese 
diplomatic relations. This represented
a major event for Beijing as it was the 
first time that a performance on this 
scale had been held in a public space.

Creation 2014, Beijing (50th 
anniversary of the Franco-Chinese 
relations) -------- 800 000 people
2015, Nantes -------- 300 000 people
2016, Calais -------- 400 000 people
2017, Ottawa (150th anniversary of the 
Canadian Conf.) -----  750 000 people

LONG MA JiNG SHeN
-----------------
Creation : 2014
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THe GarDiaN Of THe TeMPLe
-----------------
From the 1st to the 4th of November 2018, François
Delaroziere and the Compagnie La Machine presented
the world premiere of The Gardian of the Temple. An
urban opera in four acts that features the Minotaur
alongside the giant spider Ariane in the labyrinthine
streets of Toulouse.

Creation 2018, Toulouse ----------------------------- 
900,000 people

The Minotaur at the Place du Capitole in Toulouse during the Guardian of the Temple - November 2018

THe DRaGON OF CaLaiS
-----------------
A new monumental machine made its appearance in 
Calais from November 1 to 3, 2019. Coming from the sea, 
the Dragon of Calais, a legendary animal of extraordinary 
dimensions, roamed the city during these three days to meet 
its inhabitants before taking up permanent residence on the 
waterfront. 

Creation 2019, Calais --------------------------------- 400 000 people

The Dragon of Calais - novembre 2019
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NaNTeS

THe URBAN PROJecTS

Based on its street theatre experiences, the Compagnie La Machine is developing 
in research work at the crossroads between culture and urban planning and 
provides support in urban redevelopment projects.

In 2007, Les Machines de l’Île (The 
Machines of the Island) came into 
being with Le Grand Eléphant on the 
Ile de Nantes, an island on the Loire that 
flows through the centre of Nantes, as 
part of an urban redevelopment project 
headed by Alexandre Chémetoff.
In 2012, “Le Carrousel des Mondes 
Marins” (The Roundabout of the 
Marine Worlds) was created.
These permanent installations not 
only attract tourists, but also provide 

a source of entertainment and 
performance on a day-to-day basis, 
thereby adding to the appeal of the 
region by becoming well-known 
features in the Nantes Métropole 
landscape.
Today the Arbre aux Hérons (The 
Herons’ Tree) is the next stage in the 
urban redevelopment project for the 
Bas Chantenay district of Nantes, 
overseen by Bernard Reischen.
In a few years’ time, this project plans 

to reveal a monumental 
steel sculpture
of more than 50 
metres in diameter 
and 30 metres in 
height comprising 
22 branches, hanging 
gardens and a 
mechanical bestiary.

In 2013 François Delaroziere 
accepted urban landscape designer 
Alexandre Chémetoff’s invitation 
and invented “Les Animaux de la 
Place” (The Animals on the Square) 
for the town of La Roche-sur-Yon 
with the key aim of reinvigorating
the centre of this town of 50,000 
inhabitants. In various pools 
located around the town centre, 12 

La rOcHe-sUr-YON

Located close to a historical runway that is in part responsible for Toulouse’s 
reputation as an aeronautical centre today, the Halle de La Machine was 
designed by architect Patrick Arotcharen. It is part of an urban redevelopment 
project of the Montaudran district which is being managed by David Mangin 
from SEURA urban planning consultancy. Backed by the Compagnie La Machine 
and François Delaroziere, this project was developed around one of the city’s 
policies: redeveloping public space on a commemorative site by offering a unique 
opportunity for the public and performance machines to interact.

14 15

animals inspired by Napoleon’s Egyptian campaigns are activated each day by 
passers-by. In 2015 the square welcomed 40,000 visitors over the course of the 
summer and 3 businesses re-opened. 

TOULOUSE
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A FEW FIGURES
5000 m² surface area inside the building including
2700 m² exhibition area
1 bar-restaurant, 1 store, 1 e-shop
49 permanents employees
100 occasional employees
650886 visitors estimated over the first year after opening
and 5132 minautaure’s excursions.

17

229 094 visitors 
1627 Astérion’s excursions

more than 20 000 spectators at our musical events
more than 75 000 spectators at our Long Ma street show
more than 40 artistes programmed
including 8 national et 5 international artists.



HALLE DE LA 
MACHiNE

From the « Catapulte à pain» to the giant Spider weighing several 
tonnes, each machine comes to life in the hands of the Veritable 
Machinists. Actors, circus artists, performance technicians or 
developers, the Veritable Machinists share the secrets and unusual 
stories of these unique mechanical creations with the public.

18 19

BETWEEN EXHIBITION AND
STREET THEATRE

Inside this hall, wood, steel and glass building resides a bestiary of 
performance machines belonging to the Compagnie La Machine (Le 
Dîner des Petites Mécaniques, l’Expédition Végétale, La Symphonie 
Mécanique, Les Mécaniques Savantes).

AN EXHIBITION OF LIVING MACHINES



Just like a dancer, the spider moves 
and walks, stepping over trees, 
street lights and bus shelters. It has 
even been spotted clinging onto 
the facades of various cathedrals 
and the Hôtel Dieu in Toulouse…

1st entered into service :  2009
Type : performance machine
Power : hydraulic and thermal
Performance : Les Mécaniques
Savantes
Materials : steel, wood
Measurements : 38 tonnes, 6 to 
13m, high, 20m span

« LA GRANDE ARAIGNÉE »  «LA COCOTTE A FLÛTES » « LA MACHINE A CARESSER 
LES PLANTES «

ViSiT THe HALLE
DE LA MACHiNE

A pressure cooker fitted with two
recorders and heated with a jazz 
mouthpiece. Accompanied by 
a string quartet, it sets the tone 
for a melodic serenade in the 
“Symphonie Mécanique”.

1st entered into service : 2010
Type : musical machine
Power : steam
Materials : steel, tubes, Seb 
pressure cooker
Measurements : 30 cm 
diameter, 4L

One of the machines from the 
Plant Expedition laboratory, the 
“Machine à caresser les plantes” 
makes it possible to test the 
impact of stroking on phytovoltaic 
production in plants. 

1st entered into service : 2010 
Type : sensorial machine 
Power : manual
Materials : steel, bike wheels, 
belts
Measurements : 30 cm high, 1.5 
m long

COME FACE TO FACE WITH
THE PERFORMANCE MACHINES

20 21

Closer to street performance than to a permanent exhibition, a visit to the Halle de La 
Machine is an invitation to the public to journey into the unusual world of La Machine. 

Spending their days manoeuvring these creations, the Veritable Machinists bring these 
unique objects to life, sharing their stories and explaining how they were created. At the 
crossover between art and technology, from the performance story to the manufacture 
of the objects, each encounter between the public and these machines is unique. 

THE MACHINE'S STABLE
EXTRACTS

20



THe CreaTiON OF a 
MaCHiNe fOR TOULOUSe

The Compagnie La Machine designed and 
created a unique and monumental machine 
specially for Toulouse. Aside from the 
symbolism of the bull wandering the streets 
evoking the myth of Ariane, the Minotaur was
an obvious choice influenced by local legends.
The origins of the legendary “Gold of Toulouse”,
cursed treasure, stolen and then lost forever, in
fact lie in the looting of the Temple of Apollo in 
Delphi, seat of the Pythia and the Oracles, who 
feature prominently in Greek mythology.
From this legend a prophecy was born, which 
La Machine used to inspire the creation of the 
The Guardian of the Temple performance.
Combining the power of all things animal with
the sensitivity of man, the Minotaur roamed 
the streets of Toulouse from 1st to 4th of 
November, guided by Ariane the spinner, 
before both decided to settle definitively at the 
Halle de La Machine.

Le MiNOTaURe

47 tonnes
14 metres high
13 metres long
4 metres wide
17 machinists operate it during a performance

22

Scene from The Guardian of the Temple in Toulouse
November 2018

MiNOTAURE's  ExcUrSiON

23

The Minotaur in its home district of Montaudran out on a Voyage

A moving architectural structure, the Minotaur is able to carry up to 50 people on its back for 
daily excursions of up to 40 minutes. Predominantly leather, wood and steel and embellished 
with gold leaf, this unusual and monumental machine transports the public aboard its 
“Capitole de Voyage” for a unique experience 10 metres above the ground, allowing them to 
get a different perspective of a district that is currently undergoing transformation.
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MORE aT THE
HaLLe De La MaCHiNe
THE VERITABLES AGITATORS ---------------------
On a regular basis, Veritable Agitators take over the Hall. At the helm of the 
La Machine Company since its beginnings, Polo Loridant (creator of the 
effect machines) and Mino Malan (composer) will take turns to reinvent 
the Hall. Other members of the Company will also come and shake up the 
Hall with surprising themes. 

The visits promise to be stunning, musical and hair-raising !
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LE MANÈGE CARRÉ SÉNART --------------------

This wooden and steel carousel is 
characterised by its unusual shape 
and dimensions and welcomes older 
and younger visitors alike to take a 
journey into the world of fairground 
arts. Its mechanised bestiary includes 
giant buffaloes hauling mobile fish 
heads that cross a circle of insects 
on rails, whilst other climbing 
creatures move around this fanciful, 
fairytalelike structure.

Polo Loridant, Creator of effets machines. Mino Malan, Compositor

Some of our « Véritables Machinistes ». Photo by Martin Portes.

Open on Wednesdays, weekends and during school holidays (for the Toulouse region). 

No booking required. On the Runway Bouilloux-Lafont 
Price : 3,5€ / person
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The Minotaure Café, the only bar-restaurant in 
Montaudran (and possibly in Toulouse) where you 
can drink a coffee in the company of a giant spider 
and enjoy daily specials menu with a Minotaur.
All of this in a location that is the work of François 
Delaroziere’s imagination. Local, seasonal cooking 
with daily specials.

LE MiNOTAURE CAFÉ
-----------

Open at lunchtimes from Tuesday to 
Sunday
Booking on 05 32 10 88 86
minotaurecafe@halledelamachine.fr

LES FOLIES MÉCANIQUES

Throughout the passing seasons, la Halle de La Machine will transform 
the Giant’s way into a great music scene, a theater, a dance scene, a cir-
cus...At Christmas, in Spring, Autumn or in full Summer, the Folies Mé-
caniques’ program will enable all public artists from all horizons. From 
the local and regional to the international scene, each discipline has it’s 
place here. The Folies Mécaniques guarantees surprising artistic discove-
ries in a renewed setting for each of its editions. Next meeting during sum-
mer 2019 with a series of outdoor concerts and a photography exposition in 
honor of la Compagnie la Machine’s 20th anniversary. In Autumn, the Piste 
will be devoted to Carny art during three days of celebration.
Programmation : halledelamachine.fr

26 27



Selection of books, sketchbooks, posters, postcards.... 
Between art, architecture, youth, mythology, tales, 
your visits to the bookshop will be real immersions in 
the universe of the company La Machine and François 
Delarozière. Discover our e-shop on line. 

Internet shop : boutique.halledelamachine.fr

THE GIFT SHOP AND BOOKSTORE
-----------

28

LA PISTE DES GÉANTS
THE GIANTS RUNWAY -----------

29

The “Piste des Géants”  
is located at the 
heart  of  a 1.8km long 
runway, a  cultural site 
combining heritage 
and contemporary 
creation with L’Envol des 
Pionniers, Les Jardins de 
la Ligne and the Halle de 
La Machine. 

L'ENVOL DES PIONNIERS
L’Envol des Pionniers is a museum-based 
project dedicated to the memory of 
Aéropostale on the former Air France runway 
in Montaudran. L’Envol des Pionniers 
brings the extraordinary adventures of the 
Aéropostale pioneers to life, recreating the 
genuine human saga for which Toulouse was 
the stage  setting.

Booking : www.lenvol-des-pionniers.com

LES JARDINS DE LA LIGNE
The third cultural component to the Piste 
des Géants, Les Jardins de la Ligne extend 
along the length of the historic runway and 
recreate the plant-based environments of 
the three continents crossed by the pioneers 
of aviation.

Free entry.
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Prices aND OPeNiNG TiMes

OPENING TIMES

TickET OffiCe
Halle de La Machine

Visit or
Minotaur’s Excursion

Visit
+ Excursion

Full rate 11 € 20 €

Reduce rate
Students, job seekers, visitors with disabilities, 13-17
year olds, groups (+20 people)

8 € 14,50 €

Super reduced rate
6-12 year olds, those on minimum welfare support 5,50 € 10 €

Free : Under 5 years olds / those accompanying visitors with disabilities

INDiViDUaL aNNUaL PaSS --------------------------------------------  €40 full rate / €30 reduced rate
Unrestricted visits to the Halle de La Machine + 1 Minotaur’s Excursion per year

PiSTe DeS GÉaNTS TickeT €9 < €17 (Minotaur’s Excursion possible at an additio-
nal cost) Includes the Halle de La Machine and L’Envol des Pionniers

FROM TUESDAY TO SUNDAY FROM 10 AM TO 6 PM

10 AM TO 7 PM ---------------------------------- in july, august and september
Late opening till 10 PM ------- fridays and saturdays in july and august

------------------- Between the february half-term holidays and Easter and 
between all Saints Day and Christmas ----------------- from tuesday to friday 
2 PM to 6 PM ----- saturday and sunday 10 AM to 6 PM.

Closed every monday, 1st of january, 1st of may and 25th of december.
Annual closure : between the Christmas holidays and february
half-term holidays.34

ACCesS

Aéroport 
Toulouse Blagnac Gare SNCF Matabiau

TOULOUSE

A68 - Albi

A62 - Bordeaux

A64 - Tarbes

A624 - Auch

A61 - Montpellier

3 AVENUE DE L’AÉRODROME DE MONTAUDRAN -----  31400 TOULOUSE

35

COMING TO LA HALLE DE LA MACHINE
BY BUS --------------------------------------------------------------- 
20’ from city center
> Linéo 8, stop Piste des Géants
> Line 23, stop Jardins de la Ligne
> Lines 27 and 80, stop Latécoère
BY TRAIN ---------------------------------------------------------- 
5’ from Matabiau station
> Gare SNCF de Montaudran
BY BYKE ----------------------------------------------------------- 
20’ depuis le centre ville
> Along the Canal du Midi
> VélÔ’Toulouse stations n°239 et 267
BY METRO ----------------------------------------------------------
Station Rangueil
BY CAR -------------------------------------------------------------- 
20’ from the Airport or form city center
> From Paris/Bordeaux or Montpellier : exit 20 
«Complexe scientifique / Toulouse Aerospace»
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PRESS 
CONTACT 

Fanny Poitevin
06 29 89 62 20

fanny.poitevin@
halledelamachine.fr

Aude Fournié
 06 03 05 67 84
aude.fournie@
halledelamachine.fr

halledelamachine.fr
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